areſties Letters Patent, concer- 
Vyne and Port of Haſling, in 
the Countie of Suſſex. 


T Lizabeth, by the grace of God, Queene of England, 


Fraunce and Ireland, defender ot the fayth ac. To all people to whom 
I thele our letters patent ſhal come, greeting. nohere of our owne know- 
ledge and certeine ſcience we doe vnderſtand, that our Towne and 
Poꝛt of Haſting, in our Countie of Suſſex, being the auncient Towne 
of our Cinque Poꝛtes, is ſcituated vpon the maine Sea, verie nere the 
middeſt of a great Bay 02 open place, lying betweene two points of the 
land, which ſtretche fooꝛth farre into the Sea, called the Beachy and 
* f the Naſle, diſtant eache from the other thirtic miles, right oppoſite to 
| E — | [thc Realmeof Fraunce, the auncient enemie of our Countrey : as we 
are credibly enfourmed , the ſame Towne hath of long time bene a 
place not onely very well inhabited with warlike people, and greatly repleniſhed with good Mariners 
and other men meete and ſeruiceable foꝛ our Nauy, well ſtozed with Shippes, Barkes, Crayers, and 
Boates, but allo ſufficiently furniſhed with Armour, and Artillery of all ſoꝛtes, both foꝛ Sea and Land: 
alſo very meete and commodious foꝛ Filſbing, and the Bay plenteouſly abounding with all ſoꝛts of Fiſh, 
accoꝛding to the ſeuerall ſeaſons of the yeere: by reaſon whereofthe ſame Towne hath of long time bene 
by the inhabitants thercof, in time ok warres, mankully defended againſt the ſundꝛy inuaſtons and at⸗ 
tempts of the French Mation, our coaſte thereaboutes lying very open againſt the French, by them often 
kept from ſpoile. Our Marchants and louing Subiects, and other Trauellers ſayling along that coaſt, 
haue often times by their Shippes, and often times by their harboꝛough, beene ſaued and reſcued from 
the furie of the enemies, and the tyꝛannie of Birates: our Nauy, and the Nauy of ſundꝛy our noble Pꝛo⸗ 
genitoꝛs, Ringes of this Kealme, the better appointed by reaſon of their ſkilfull Mariners, and cunning 
Seamen: Allo our Houſchold our Citizens of London, and our Countreys to the ſaid Poꝛt adioyning, 
greatly benefited by their fiſhing. And where our ſaid Towne hath of long time had a Peere oꝛ Harbo⸗ 
rough made of Timber, and other thinges ſet and placed in the Sea, foꝛ the ſuccour of the Seamen, and 
defence of their Shippes, Barkes, Crayers and Boates, againſt the great rage and furie of the Sea, 
which hath bene alwaies mainteyned at the great and impoꝛtable charges ofthe inhabitants of our ſaid 
Towne of Haſting, vntill of late time the ſame Peere oꝛ Harboꝛough was at a ſuddaine, by the great vio⸗ 
lence and extreme rage of the Sea, bꝛoken downe and caried away: ſithence which time the Towne is 
much decayed, the traffique of Marchants thither foꝛſaken, the fiſſhing, by reaſon of the dangerous lan⸗ 
ding, litle vſed, the riche and wealthy men gone thence, and the pooꝛe men yet remaining would gladly 
doe the like, if without offence of our lawes they might be elſewhere receiued, whereby our people are 
likely to periſhe, and our ſaide Port likely to be ſubuerted and become deſolate, oꝛ els the people there by 
neceſſitie dꝛiuen to commit great and heynous offences, to the great hinderance ofthe publique weale, 
vnleſſe ſome ſpeedie remedie be foꝛ them pꝛouided. And where we be enkoꝛmed by dincrs of our pꝛiuie 
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a Counſell and Nobilitigandgy diners Irtificers verie cunning and ſkilfull in that kinde ok facultie, that 
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g verie good Hauen oꝛ Rhoade , foz the atriuing and lauegard of Shippes, Barkes, Crayers and 
Boates, may nere vnto the ſaide Poꝛte with no great charge be made, to the great reliefe of the inhabi⸗ 
tants, and of all Marchants and Trauellers ſayling along the narrowe Seas, and to the ſtrength of 
our ſaide Coaſte: And that the Inhabitants of our ſaide Poꝛte be ready and willing to beſtowe their 
landes, goodes, and laboꝛs, to the vttermoſt of their power, to accompliſh the ſame : notwithſtanding 
of themſelues very vnhable to finiſhe ſo great a woꝛke, likely as it is thought to amount vnto the ſumme 
of foure thouſand poundes. We therefoꝛe conſidering the pꝛemiſſes, and minding to pꝛouide foꝛ the pꝛe⸗ -- 
ſeruation of our people, the maintenance of our Nauy and Towne, foz the defence ol our Coaſte, and ot 
Marchants and Trauellers, and that the pzoniſion ofour Houſehold, our Citie and Lountrey be not di⸗ 
miniſhed, at the humble lute of our Bailife, Jurates, and Comminaltie of our ſaide Towne of Haſting, 
doe by thele our letters Patents not onely giue and graunt vnto our ſaide Bailife, Jurats, and Com⸗ 
minaltie, full power and authoꝛitie, to make newe, and finiſhe one Hauen, in ſuch place oz places nere vn⸗ 
to our ſaide Towne and Port , as to them ſhall ſeeme moſt conuenient, and to the finiſhing and accom⸗ 
pliſhing thercof,yeclde our Royall aſſent and conſent: but allo foꝛ the furtherance and better helping foꝛth 
of the ſame, we do commend the ſame good and laudable intent and purpoſe, to the charitable and liberal 
contribucion and beneuolente of all and ſinguler our louing ſubiects dwelling within any our Realmes 
and Dominions, that the rather foꝛ our recommendation, the moꝛe liberall contribution by our ſaide 
Subiects map be yeelded to the finiſhing of the ſaide hauen, a woꝛke tending much to the defence of 
our Realmes, and to the pꝛofite of the common wealth ofthe ſame , and which will be cauſe to auoide 
manie great inconueniences that may inſue by the neglecting thercof : and alſo be an euident declarati⸗ 
on of the fozward and willing mindes of all our lounng Subiects, to augment the pꝛoſperitie of our 
Licalmes and Countreys. Me of our ſpeciall grace, certeine knowledge, and meere mocton, haue giuen 
and graunted , and by theſe our letters Patent, doe giue and graunt full licence, permiſſion, and autho- 
ritie to our faithfull and welbeloued Subiccts, Richard Calucley, and John Jelferey, Furates of our LOU 
ſaide Towne of Haſting, and william Kelfe of Oze Gentleman, and to cuery of them; and to all and Ene 
euery other perſon oꝛ perſons that ſhalbe thereunto deputed and aſſigned by them, oz by any two of . 6 
them, by wuting vnder the common ſeale of our ſaide Towne of Haſting, to aſke „ receiue, col- 
lect, and take of all maner of perſons whatſocuer, Spirituall oz Tempozall , Engliſb bozne oꝛ Stran- 
gers, in all places, aſwell within Liberties as without, exempt oꝛ not exempt, our Citizens of Lon⸗ 
don oz cls where, within any our Realmes, Cities and Dominions whereſocucr , Chziſtian contribu⸗ 
cion and beneuolence ot all our ſaide louing Subiccts, that it may oz ſhall pleaſe God to mooue oꝛ ſtirre 
them to giue, contribute, veelde and pay towards the newe making ofthe ſaid Hauen. And foꝛ the better 
and more ſpeedie execution of this our pleaſure, we doe by theſe our ſaid letters Patent, wil, xcquire, and 
ſtraightly command all our Sherifes in their ſeuerall Sheires and Counties, all our Juſtices of peace 
in their ſeucrall limittes, and all Maioꝛs, Baylifes, and all other head Officers, within all Cities, 
Townes coꝛpoꝛate, and other Juriſdictions, and alſo all Parſons, Uicars, Miniſters, and Curates of 
Churches and Pariſhes, not onely of their owne partes to be helping with their liberall deuotion to- 
ward the ſaide good and laudable woꝛke, but alſo to recommend our ſpeciall pleaſure, and the furthc- 
rance of the ſaide Hauen in their leuerall Counties, Limittes, Cities, Townes, Liberties,Pariſh Chur- 
ches, Hamlets, oꝛ Villages, fo: the better obteining of liberall contribution thereunto. And further our 
wil ⁊ pleaſure is, that ſome of the honoꝛable of our pꝛiuie Counſel ſhal vpon the ſight oftheſe pꝛeſents, oꝛ of 
the Exemplification ofthe ſame, at the requeſt of the ſaid Richard Calueley, John Jefferey, and William 
Kelfe, oꝛ ot any ot them, direct their letters to the Loꝛd Mato! of our Citie of London, ⁊ to the Juſtices of 
peace ofthe ſame Citie, to all Sherifes in euery our Sheires oꝛ Counties within our Kealme and Do⸗ 
minions, and to all Maioꝛs, Bailifes, Souernoꝛs, and head Officers of Cities, Boꝛoughs, Townes coꝛ⸗ 
poꝛate, Jlandes, and Franchiſed places, commaunding the ſaid Loꝛd Maioꝛ, the Juſtices, the ſaid She⸗ 
rifes, Bailifes, Gouernoꝛs, and head Officers atoꝛeſaid, that they and eucry of them, within their ſcucral 
Limittes, Juriſdictions, and Liberties, at the quarter Scſſions, oꝛ generall aſſemblie within their ſeue⸗ - 
rall Limittes, Juriſdictions 02 Liberties, which ſhalbe next after the receipt of the ſaid letters, oꝛ of theſe 
pꝛeſents, oꝛ the Exemplification of the ſame, ſhall direct the tenoꝛ ok this our pleaſure to all and ſinguler 
Juſtices of peace within their ſcucrall Limittes, Juriſdictions oꝛ Liberties, requiring, and ſtraightly 
commaunding them x cuery of them in our name, to appoint with all coucnicnt ſpeede within their ſeuc- 
rall Limittes, one Conſtable in euery Hundꝛed. Kape, Lathe, oꝛ ndapentake at the leaſte, x one Church⸗ + 
warden in euery Pariſh, and them to commaund and erhoꝛt, not onely to be liberall them ſelues in their = IDE 
tontribucion, but alſo that theſaide Conſtables and Churchwardens ſhall wꝛite the name ofeuery Pa- — 
riſh, and of enerym̃an of habilitie within the ſame, and of them to aſkc a receiue their deuocion, and car- 5 % 
neſtly in our name to exhoꝛt them to liberalitie, in contributing to the making of the ſaide Hauen, and 
truely to wꝛite downe the ſumme which euery man ſhall giue, and the money which they ſball thereby 
tollect and receiue, and the names ol euery giuer, and the true ſumme which cuery one ball giue, and al 
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ſo the names ol all ſuch as ſhall not giue oꝛ hall refuſe to contribute, in wꝛiting ſhall within one moneth 
next after they ſhall haue notice of this our pleaſure, deliuer vp vnto ſuch our Jultices of peacc of whom 
they receiued their charge, it he ſhall then be liuing,otherwiſe toſuch of our Juſtices as ſhalbenert dwel- 
ling thereaboutes. Ind that our further pleaſure is, that our ſaide Juſtices of peace ſhall by their war⸗ 
raunt call befoꝛe them, all and ſinguler ſuch perſons as ſhal refuſe to giue oꝛ contribute liberally towards 
this good woꝛke, and vnderſtand the cauſe of their refuſal,and vnto them declare our pleaſure, crhozting 
and perlwading them to confo2mitre, which if they ſhall notwithſtanding,obſtinately refuſe, then to cer⸗ 
tifie their names and dwelling places to vs, oꝛ to our pꝛiuie Counſell. And that our ſaid Juſtices of peace 
and cuery of them, ſhall at the Seſſions oꝛ generall aſſemblie, holden next within their ſaide ſcucrall 
Sheires, Limittes, Juriſdictioiis oꝛ Liberties, deliuer and ycelde vp vnto the ſaide Loꝛd Maioꝛ, Shc- 
rifes, Maioꝛs, Ballifes, Gouernours, oz head Officers, by bill indented, vnto which their handes or 
markes ſhalbe ſet, whereofthe one part ſhall remaine with the ſaid Juſtices, the other with the ſaid Loꝛd 
Maioz, Sherifes, Maiozs, Bailifes, and other head Officers, all ſuch ſummes ok money as they ſhall 
haue receiued as afoꝛeſaid, together with the ſame wutings made of the names and of the money giucrs: 
and the ſaid Loꝛd Maioꝛ, Sherifes, Maiozs, Bailifes, Gouernoꝛs and head Officers, and euery of them 
ſhall within one moneth nert after the receipte thereof, tranſpoꝛt and carric, oꝛ cauſe to be carried vn- 
to our (aid Citie of London, all ſuch ſummes ol money as they ſhall haue recetued towards the ſame con⸗ 
tribucion, together with the ſaid billes indented, and the lame money there ſhall pay, and the ſaide billes 
indented there deliuer to our louing Subiects, Thomas Smith Eſquire, one of the Cuſtomers of our 
Citie of London, John Heynes Eſquire, Serieant ofour Catry, and William Heynes Gentleman, Pur⸗ 
ueioꝛ of our pꝛouilion of Sca fiſh, oz to one ot them at the newe Manſion houle of the laide Thomas 
Smith, within our ſaid Citie of London, who vpon the receipt thereof ſhall giue vnto the ſaide Loꝛde 
Maioz, Sherifes, Maioꝛs, Bailifes, Gouernoꝛs, and other head Officers from time to time, an acquit⸗ 
tance of the receipt thereof, and ſhall keepe the ſame money and billes indented in one Cheſte, to remaine 
with the ſaide Thomas Smith vnder thzec ſeuerall loc kes, whercof one Key to remaine with the ſaide 
Thomas Smith, an other with the ſaide John Heynes, and the third with the ſaide William Heynes, 
and that they from time to time, vpon demaund thereof to be made at the new Manſion houſe of the ſaid 
Thomas Smith, within our ſaide Citie of London, ſhall peelde and pay ouer the lame money, and deli⸗ 
uer the ſaid bils indented ſo by them recctued,and euery part thereof vnto our welbelsued the right hono⸗ 
rable Anthony Uiſcount Montague, night of the moſt honoꝛable oꝛder of the Garter, noailliam Loꝛde 
Cobham,noarden ofour Cinque Poꝛtes, and Conſtable ot our Caſtle of Douer, Thomas Loꝛde Buck⸗ 
hurſt, the ſaid Richard Calueley, John Jeffcrey, # William Relfe , oꝛ to any thꝛee of them, whereofſome 
one of the right honoꝛable afozeſaide oz his ſufficient deputie to be one: which ſaide right honoꝛable In 
thony Uiſcount Montague, William Loꝛd Cobham, Thomas Loꝛd Buckhurſt, and the ſaide Richard 
Calueley, John Jefferep, and William Kelfe, we doe oꝛdaine, appoint and conſtitute, Surucyo2s of the 
ſaid woꝛke, giuing them, and to any thꝛee of them, whereof ſome one of the ſaid honoꝛable, oꝛ his ſuſficiont 
deputie to be one, full power and authoꝛitie to ſet out, direct, gouerne, oꝛder, and rule the ſaid woꝛke, and 
the woꝛkemen about the ſame , and the ſaide woꝛkemen and laboꝛers to pay, oꝛ cauſe to be paied:and of 
their pꝛoceedings and ſucceſſe in the ſatde woꝛke, to certifie vs oꝛ our pꝛiuie Counſell vnder their handes 
and ſeales euery halfe peere: So that expꝛeſſe mencion ofthe certaintie of the pꝛemiſſes, oꝛ of any other 
gift oꝛ graunt heretofoꝛe made by vs, oz by any of our pꝛogenitoꝛs to the ſaid Richard Calueley, John 
Jefferey, and william elfe, and in theſe pꝛeſents be not rehearſed oz declared, oz any acte, ſtatute, oꝛdi⸗ 
nance, pꝛouiſion oz reſtraint to the contrary hereof, had. made, oꝛdeined oz pꝛouided, oꝛ any other cauſe 02 
matter whatſocuer to the contrary in any wyle, notwithſtanding. 

Jn witnelſe whereof, we haue cauſed theſe our letters to be made Patentes: witneſſe our ſelfe at 
Cheynis, the one and thirtieth day of October, in the twenticth peere of our reigne. 15 78. 

God ſaue the Queene, 
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Barker, Printer tothe Queenes «1 aieſtie. 


